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Bennett Petroleun Corporation
1776 Lil1coln Street, Suite 903
Den'/er, ColoraCo e0203

August 30, 1978

Bennett Petroleun Cor_ooration today filed a protest with
Ule Utnh Oil, cas, and l{inilg Board against the proposed mining
developnent by 5111, Inc., irl the Silver Reef area in Idashington County,
Utah. fn tLre docr-snent filed bV Al1en, Thompson & Hughes, Bennett
Petrole'sn Ccr;rcratlon's iegal counsel, several gror:nds for objection
were stated. Thre nost sigrnificant is ttrat Bennett petl:oleun corporation
and 5M, Inc. have conflictjng mining claifis in the SiLr,rer Reef area.
Each party contends the other's claims are inrzalid.

Bennett Petrolewn Corporaticn also objected to the 5M, Inc.
assertion of exclusiri,e rights to roads in the area. Many of these
roads, Bennett Petroleun Corporation claims, have been rnaintained b1,
the County and used by the pr:lclic for years. 5M, Inc. proposes to
close these roads to tJre pr:blic and other nr-Lners.

Recently 5M, Inc. filed ptans with the Utah Oil, Gas, and
t"fininq Board. The 5M, Inc. operation will cover 1,352 acres of land
and include extraction of copper, silver, r:ranirrn and vanadiun. The large
scale proposars jncrrde strip rnining as .well as mdergror:nd tr-rnnelrlng.
Tkelve strip nining areas, up to 120 feet deep, are included jl theplans. sone of the strip nr-ini-nq vlculd take place on the Iltrite (or silver)
Reef itself. Underground rninjlg will occur in other areas in wtrich 5M,
Inc. oqns nineral rights, urderneath priwate hcnes in the prestigious
Silver Reef Subdivision and r.rrderneath the old lrb11s Fargo Buitd.jng,
recentl-y pirrchased by h'asi rington County for use as an historical and
recreational site. One of Bennett petroleun Corporation, s objections
states that these landcn^nrers harre never had fornal notice of the develop-
fiEnt. .Sone of the honecn^mers are appa-rentlv unaware that rainerals under
their hcnLes are clained by 5M, Inc.

In addiLion to pits for extracting ore, there wilL be oits for
processing ore. Tfre processing pits will extend nearly a nrile along
the l{frite Reef and will hold. over 4 1,/2 nillion tons of ore. Ttre snarlestpit will cover 4 acres and be 50 feet deep. Strong sulphr.rric acid will
be sprayed at 803 gallons per nrinute over the ore, trickle through it,
and drain into collectjng ditdres. Thre acid will leach out the vatuable
rn-irerais in the ore. Bennett petrolernn corporation has objected to this
phase of the operation because of the possibilitlz of air and water pollution
tlrrough the sprayinq aJId drainage of acid. The leach pits Iie in the
natural drajngge @urse of 180 acres of land. Itrear4r rains could cawe
an overflcr,v and the acid solutj-on could escape ilto privately ovned land
to flre south. An escape of acid, or percolation of acid into the
ground beneath the heaps of ore could cause well contanr-jnati_on and
wourd radically change the natural alkalinity of the soil. rtrther, Bermett
Pei:rolern Cor poracion obj ecteo to plans to burT or l_nlect used aci_d i_nto
j-ho crrnr rnrl

7\nother prilcipal objection of Bennett petrolernn Corporation is
the dramau|c visual deterioration developnrent will cause. The larqe l{tdte
P'eef wLrich gave thre area its nafie rnay be dranatically changed.

Bennett Petr.oleun Corporation anticipated that other parties would
protest the proposed action. Ho\ne\rer, prnrlicity of the proposal has been
minjnal. The only notice was published one day in each of the county ner,rc-
papers. Until Septernber 2, L918, other parEies h41o wish to protest the
5M, Inc. proposals rnay do so by writing to the Division of OiI, Gas, and
I4ining, 1588 West North Tbnple, Salt Lake City, Utall. .d
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